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The	command	prompt	is	slowly	disappearing	from	the	Windows	interface	and	for	good	reasons:	CMD	commands	are	an	antiquated	and	mostly	unnecessary	tool¹	from	a	text-based	input	era.	But	many	commands	remain	useful	and	Windows	8	and	10	have	even	added	new	features.	Here	we	present	the	essential	commands	that	every	Windows	user
needs	to	know.	I'm	not	sure	how	to	access	the	Windows	command	prompt,	forget	basic	Basic	Windows	commands,	or	know	how	to	see	a	list	of	switches	for	each	command	(aka	Prompt	Codes)?	Refer	to	our	beginner's	guide	at	the	Windows	command	line	for	instructions.	Windows	Command	Prompt	Commands	If	you	haven't	hit	the	Windows	command
line,	you're	missing	out.	There	are	many	useful	tools	you	can	use	if	you	know	the	right	things	to	type.	1.	Associate	most	files	in	Windows	are	associated	with	a	specific	program	assigned	to	open	the	file	by	default.	Sometimes,	remembering	these	associations	can	become	confused.	You	can	remind	yourself	by	entering	Command	Assoc	to	see	a	complete
list	of	file	name	extensions	and	program	associations.	Ã	you	can	also	extend	the	command	to	change	file	associations.	For	example,	Assoc	.Txt	=	Changer		the	file	association	for	text	files	in	any	program	is	inserted	after	the	equal	sign.	The	Assoc	command	itself	will	reveal		both	extension	names	and	program	names,	which	will	help	you	use	this
command	correctly.	In	Windows	10,	Ã	is	able	to	display	a	more	user-friendly	interface¹	that	also	allows	you	to	change	file	type	associations	in	place.	Go	to	Settings	(Windows	+	i)>	Apps>	Default	Apps>	Choose	the	default	app	by	file	type.	2.	Deleting	the	digit	files	on	a	mechanical	hard	disk	does	not	delete	them	at	all.	Instead,	mark	files	as	no	longer
accessible¹	and	take	up	space	free.	The	files	remain	recoverable	until	the	system	overwrite	them	with	new	data,	which	may	take	time.	The	Cipher	command,	however,	allows	you	to	delete	a	directory	on	an	NTFS	format	volume	by	writing	random	data	on	it.	Clean	clean	id	otnemurts	ol	es	imitto	onos	idnamoc	itseuQ	.SND	ozziridni'l	eranroigga	rep
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